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To: Larry Krissek, Chair, Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (CCI)

From: James Fredal, Chair, CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical 

Sciences Subcommittee

Re: Semester Conversion Proposal for Computer and Information Science (CIS) BA degree

Date: May 17, 2011

Larry:

The Sciences subcommittee of the CCI met on Monday, May 16th to review the semester conversion proposal for the CIS BA degree program and voted unanimously to approve to program and to recommend its approval CCI.   The program is listed as undergoing significant changes through conversion for several reasons.  The primary goal through transition was to keep the technical computing content significant but still smaller than the BS to allow for greater focus on computing applications in the student's chosen secondary field.  Because of reductions in required GE credit hours, the new BA will be able both to maintain current levels of technical computing courses while increasing credit hours in the student's related field.  Also, the large change in prerequisite hours results from, under semesters, counting GE courses which were required but not counted in the major as prerequisites. They were not so counted under the quarter system.

We requested a number of changes through the first pass, all of which have been addressed, except for the program learning goals, which are tied to ABET accreditation, the one GE Biology course which is listed as (but will not likely be) one five-hour course, and listing some of the Program Electives as CSE courses and as including Math 2566, which appears to be a “required” elective (the note underneath so indicates, but they might be listed in the columns for clarity). 

In other ways, the proposal seems clean and ready to go forward, and so it  was approved unanimously with a recommendation for CCI approval.


Thank you.

Jim Fredal
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